      “Unizike,  unilishiye  watoto"

(“Bury me, feed my children”)
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This is a photo of Esther, with her three brothers, outside their one-room home north of Nairobi, Kenya.  I approached them with Sister Florence, who runs a nearby health clinic.  Her job was to tell the children that their mother had died.  As we came near, Esther said, “Where’s Mother?”  Sister Florence replied, “She has died.  Now you are the mother.”  Dead for 3 days, the mother’s body lay in the mortuary because there was no money for burial.  Esther is twelve years old.
                                                  photo and text by K. Harrison   
Sub-Saharan Africa is the area of the world most seriously impacted by the HIV pandemic. In 2003 alone, AIDS caused 3 million deaths there. Life expectancy has been cut in half.  Due to HIV/AIDS, there are abandoned women and children in numbers unprecedented in history. There
is no hope of effective response overtaking the epidemic within the foreseeable future.

Because of considerable stigma and discrimination, commonly when a man dies of AIDS his property is seized, children are barred from school, and the wife is shunned.  She invariably is HIV-positive herself, and when falling ill she is alone, with no care available for the children.  In order to obtain food for the family, women resort to prostitution or are forced to sell a child into prostitution.  This continues the spread of disease and further damages children and the women.  When a mother dies, there is no money to bury her, no means of helping the children left behind. TWELVE MILLION is the current number of HIV/AIDS orphans in sub-Saharan Africa.

Harambee (Swahili for “all pull together”) is a non-profit organization providing hope to families with HIV-positive women as “head of household.”  We cannot save their lives, but we can provide sheltered and safe workshops for them to make crafted items for marketing here in the U.S. Three purposes are served:  (1) Women retain human dignity, keep the family intact & feed the children;  (2) Supportive community is fostered among the women; they lend support to each other and provide care for children when a mother dies;  (3) A modest dignified burial is possible when a woman dies.

For more information, contact Harambee.work@sbcglobal.net or phone Dr.Kathleen Harrison, (708) 983-4159
Reference:    UNAIDS 2004 Report on the global AIDS epidemic 

Fiscal sponsor:  America Share, 501(c)(3)  (Go to www.AmShare.org)







